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Overview  

The family, speaking mostly on behalf of the Beaudoin’s and Gervais’s and the 

Pujos-Pigeau’s of Northern Ontario, have had members accepted and Identified as Metis 

with the Metis Nation of Ontario beginning at the creation of the MNO in 1993. Over 

several generations members of the family have stood on council, been employed by the 

MNO while others had full Algonquin Status.  The family has been actively involved in 

traditional hunting and fishing practices. This includes a natural desire to share our harvest 

with other Indigenous families which can be supported through previous years of 

harvesting and sharing with other members of  the MNO in Timmins, Ontario.  

Although it was always presumed and understood that the families Indigenous 

routes came from the paternal side through the Pujos-Pigeau Ancestry, a bloodline that 

was known was to be of direct Algonquin descent. Research can confirm that an Ojibwe 

Identity can be substantiated from Marrianne Bechamps with her mother being Ojibwe 

from Flying Post or rather Matawagamingue and her father, a French Canadian fur trader 

with the Hudson Bay Company. The “half breeds” were accepted into the Martin Clan or 

Warrior Clan in the Algonquin-Ojibwe culture. Therefore in the supporting documents and 

rationale for inclusion, the Kwekijikokwe-Bachand bloodline should be a verified Ojibwe 

Ancestry for the justification and rationale below. 
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Definitions: 

Algonquin Clan System: The Algonquin lived in communities comprised of related 

patrilineal clans (meaning they followed the male line of descent).   1

Barbers Bay: Is a bay and small community situated on the outer limits of Timmins. Ontario.

 2

Flying Post: Can be found on the Metis Nation of Ontario website described as follows: 

The inter-connected Métis populations at the inland posts between New Post, 

Timiskaming and Flying Post (the “Abitibi Inland Community”) satisfies the Powley 

criteria for a historic Métis community. This includes the posts at Frederick House, 

Abitibi House, Kenogamissi, Mattagami, and the areas of the present day 

settlements of Timmins, Cochrane and Chapleau. The James Bay area (i.e. Moose 

Factory post and environs) satisfies the Powley criteria for a historic Métis 

community, however, much of the Métis population from this community moved 

into the Abitibi Inland Community prior to effective control. Notably, the MNO does 

not represent MNO citizens living in and around the James Bay area today.  3

Flying Post FIrst Nation describes it as follows: 

Most of the First Nation members are located near Nipigon, but others live in 

different parts of the country. The actual Flying Post FN reserve lands are located 

north-west of Timmins, Ontario along the GroundHog River, about an hour north of 

Malette Road just outside the city. 

The Hudson Bay Company describes Flying Post as a Fur Trade Post and as follows: 

The Hudson's Bay Company acquired Flying Post in 1822 following the 

amalgamation with the North West Company. The post had been established by the 

NWC in 1800. It was located on Ground Hog Lake near the head of the Groundhog 

3 
https://www.metisnation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/joint-fact-sheet-abitibi-inland-18-august-
2017-final.pdf 

2 https://ca.geoview.info/barbers_bay,5892844 
1 https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/algonquin 
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or Kakozhisk River in present-day Ontario. Flying Post was placed under the 

administration of the Kenogamissi River District in the Southern Department. In May 

1826, the store was flooded. A new house was built in the summer of 1830. 

Some time before 1890, Flying Post was relocated to a point on the Canadian Pacific 

Railway line. During this time, Flying Post operated two outposts, ca.1890: Root Post 

and one unnamed outpost. In 1892, the post was transferred to the administration 

of the Lake Huron District in the Montreal Department. It was closed in 1914.  4

Frederick House (Post): A post on Frederick House Lake operated by The Hudson Bay 

Company. Also the place where the Frederick House massacre occurred.  5

Fur trader/Voyageur:  Voyageurs ("travelers" in French) were men hired to work for the fur 

trade companies to transport trade goods throughout the vast territory to rendezvous 

posts. At the rendezvous points, these goods were exchanged for furs, which were then 

sent to larger cities for shipment to the east coast. Many traders and voyageurs married 

Native American women and were integrated into their Native kinship networks, often 

trading exclusively within their particular community. As a result of generations of 

intermarriage, large communities of individuals of diverse heritage developed, often called 

"mixed-bloods" or “half-breeds” during the period, and many of these individuals 

maintained ties to both the fur trade and Native communities.  6

Fort Coulonge:  Is a village in the Pontiac Regional County Municipality in western Quebec, 

Canada, at the mouth of the Coulonge River.   7

Halfbreed: Is a term used to identify a child of mixed Indigenous and European descent. 

Some consider it to be offensive in the present day.  8

Ile Aux Allumettes: Is a municipality in the Outaouais region, part of the Pontiac Regional 

County Municipality, Quebec, Canada.  9

9 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%27Isle-aux-Allumettes 
8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Half-breed 
7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort-Coulonge 
6 https://www.mnhs.org/fortsnelling/learn/fur-trade 
5 https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/plaques/frederick-house 

4 
http://pam.minisisinc.com/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL/221616072/AUTHORITY_WEB/NAME/Flying~20Pos
t?JUMP 
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Mattawagamingue (Mattagami) Post: Approximately 50 miles southeast from Flying Post, 

Mattagami Post was operated by the HBC. Mattagami First Nation is situated on ancient 

Native land that has long been home to the Ojibwe and OjiCree people from the Mattagami 

River and Mattagami Lake areas, and as far as the Moose River headwaters on the James 

Bay coast.  10

Metis:The Government of  Canada describes Metis People as follows: 

The Métis people originated in the 1700s when French and Scottish fur traders 

married Aboriginal women, such as the Cree, and Anishinabe (Ojibway). Their descendants 

formed a distinct culture, collective consciousness and nationhood in the Northwest. 

Distinct Métis communities developed along the fur trade routes. This Métis Nation 

Homeland includes the three Prairie Provinces (Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta), as well 

as parts of Ontario, British Columbia, the Northwest Territories and the Northern United 

States. The Métis Nation grew into a distinct culture and became a people in the Northwest 

prior to that territory becoming part of Canada.The Métis are one of the "Aboriginal 

peoples of Canada" within the meaning of s. 35 (2) of the Constitution Act, 1982.  11

The Constitution under Section 35 describes the following about Indigenous people: 

s.35 (1) The existing aboriginal and treaty rights of the aboriginal peoples of 

Canada are hereby recognized and affirmed. 

(2) In this Act, "aboriginal peoples of Canada" includes Indian, Inuit and Métis 

peoples of Canada. The Supreme Court in Powley held that the Métis have "full 

status as a distinctive rights-bearing peoples", a characteristic they share with 

the Indian (First Nation) and Inuit peoples of Canada. 

Canada has the only constitution in the world that recognizes a mixed-race culture, the 

Métis as a rights-bearing Aboriginal people.  12

12 "Constitution Act, 1982 Section 35 - Indigenous Foundations." 
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/constitution_act_1982_section_35/. Accessed 6 Jan. 2022. 

11 "Métis Nation - Library and Archives Canada." 29 Sep. 2020, 
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/metis/Pages/introduction.aspx. Accessed 
6 Jan. 2022. 

10 https://www.wabuntribalcouncil.ca/first-nations/mattagami-first-nation/ 
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Middleman: Some Aboriginal people became middlemen. Middlemen helped ensure the 

flow of furs to the post and manufactured goods to Aboriginal people living some distance 

away.  13

Porcupine South Porcupine: Is one of five wards in the city of Timmins. Incorporated in 

1911, South Porcupine became a part of Timmins in 1973. The town is named for an island 

in a local river reportedly shaped like a porcupine.  14

Servant: The Hudson’s Bay Company servants’ contracts were for labourers, voyageurs, 

tradespeople, and professionals such as accountants, clerks and surgeons who were under 

contract to HBC. These people were called servants of the company. They were mostly men, 

although there are a few contracts for women who served as cooks. The Factors and Chief 

Factors who had considerably more responsibility within the company were known as 

officers. Some officers began their careers as clerks; if this was the case, then their early 

contracts may have survived as well.  15

Timmins:  Is a city in Northeastern Ontario located on the Mattagami River. The city is a 

mixed heritage town of Cree, Ojibwe, Algonquin and Metis as well as French and other 

European settlers.  16

 

 

 

 

 

16 https://www.timmins.ca/ 

15 
https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/name_indexes/understanding_servants_contracts_index.h
tml 

14 https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/south-porcupine 
13 https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/aborig/fp/fpz4a02e.html 
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Anishinaabe, Algonquin, Ojibwe Clan System  

 

There were seven original clan’s, each having their own respective purpose, skill set 

or abilities. Many oral traditions speak of the Clan System with slight differences however 

the information on each Clan, for this report,  is sourced from the Mishomis book written 

by Grand Chief Edward Benton-Banai. The clan system is broken down below with a short 

description of each clan. To the Anishinaabe the French Fur Traders seemed to be wearing 

the face of brotherhood as spoken about in the 7 fires prophecy. Since the clan system is 

patrilineal in the Ojibwe and Algonquin culture, the French who were adopted into the 

culture were adopted into the Martin Clan, the “Warrior Clan ''.  This was so that the 

children, the half breeds, would be accepted and the responsibility of the Clan would be a 

worthy test of the newcomers.    17

 

Ah-ji-jawk’ (Crane Clan) Chieftainship, the Crane clan were given the qualities and abilities for a 

natural leadership along with the Loon Clan. This way it gave a balanced government with each 

serving as a check on the other. 

Mahng (Loon Clan) Chieftainship, the Loon clan were given the qualities and abilities for a 

natural leadership along with the Crane Clan. This way it gave a balanced government with each 

serving as a check on the other. 

Gi-goon’ (Fish Clan) Intellectuals, sometimes referred to the Water Clan with the Turtle as the 

king of the Fish Clan. Sometimes referred to as “star gazers” as they were known for their 

constant pursuit of meditation and philosophy. They also serve as a mediator between the Crane 

and Loon Clan. 

 

 

17 https://www.si.edu/object/siris_sil_1012883 
https://bookstore.uoguelph.ca/p-15677-mishomis-book.aspx 
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Mu-kwa’ (Bear Clan) Police & Herbal Medicine People, The Bear clan served as the police force of 

the people. They spent most of their time patrolling the outskirts of the village protecting their 

village from outsiders. Due to the amount of time spent in the wilderness they became known for 

their knowledge of herbal foods and medicines. 

Wa-bi-zha-shi’ (Martin Clan) Warriors, The Martin clan were known as the master strategist and 

are responsible for the defense of their people. They are to protect the village at all costs from 

outsiders. 

Wa-wa-shesh’she (Deer Clan) Gentle People, The Deer clan are known as the pacifists, who do 

not use harsh words, they are the poets of the people. The head of the Deer clan changes from 

tribe to tribe dependent on the area one travels to. 

Be-nays’ (Bird Clan) Spiritual Leaders, The Bird clan members are known for their Intuition and 

sense of knowledge of what the future would bring. The head of this clan is considered the Eagle, 

and that the people are similar as they pursued the higher elevations of the mind, similar to the 

eagle who pursued the higher elevations of the sky. 

 

​​ The clan system was sent by the creator to provide leadership in all areas. The 

acceptance of the French into the Martin Clan can also be substantiated by the great 

Algonquin Chief Pontiac from the Pontiac War . Chief Pontiac wrote to his people: 18

 “ Do not hate on the children of the French, they are very dear to me for they love the redman. 

The problem is not with the white man, the problem is with the British”.  19

 

 

 

 

19 https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6897012/ 
18 https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/pontiacs-war-feature 
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1990 Research and Proof of Halfbreed Settlement in the 
Porcupine Area 

The below documents were used for the Rationalization for an Indigenous 

Settlement in the Abitibi Temiskaming District, including Flying Post, Frederick House 

(Barbers Bay) and Mattagami. Any additional Records for substantiation are added in the 

section labeled Hudson Bay Records.  20

Critical Information Observed from this research 

❖​ The Hudson Bay Company recorded the following about Servants; 

➢​ “I am greatly disturbed by the increasing tendency on the part of the servants to 

marry local Indian women. In my early days as factor here servants were 

forbidden to take Indian women, and only one in the district, a halfbreed from 

the Bay, had been properly married”. 

❖​ The Hudson Bay Company records continued about Halfbreeds; 

➢​ “Now, less than eight of them have Indian wives. I strongly believe that wives are a 

burden on the Company even in the most favourable districts, but in a poor one 

like ours it is disastrous. With available country provisions being quite inadequate 

to support their wives, husbands are having to spend all their wages maintaining 

their wives and families on imported food. And that is not the worst of it. If and 

when petty traders invade this district, their halfbreed sons may prove to be the 

Company’s greatest enemies”.  

❖​ The Hudson Bay Company recorded the following about Barbers Bay; 

➢​ “It may be interesting to add a few notes here on the subsequent history of 

Frederick House, which was situated in about as remote and inaccessible a part 

of what was afterwards Northern Ontario as it would be possible to indicate. It 

was built on the southeast shore of the lake on a little sandy ridge which divided 

the main body of the lake from a shallow bay now called Barbers Bay.”  

20 *Research was outsourced and completed in the 1990’s for and by the Gervais family  to 
substantiate Indigenous Ancestry and the existence of Metis (half breeds) in the Porcupine Area.  
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Genealogy Chart  21

 

 

21 Not all descendants are shown, only direct descendants from Pierre 3rd, direct descendant of 
Josephte Kwekijikokwe. 
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Background on Anishinaabe Ancestry 

Augustin Bachand was born on May 1st 1801 in Vercheres Quebec  from Mary 

Therese Chevalier and Michel Bachand, listed as a “cultivateur”. The god parents are 

Augustin Foisy the 1st cousin of Michel and Marie Amable Bachand sister to Michel. 

Vercheres Quebec is an off island suburb of Montreal on the south bank of the St Lawrence 

river. The church name is Paroisse Catholique Saint François Xavier and is said to have 

been struck by lightning and burned in 1818.  

Augustin Bachand  was later employed by The Hudson Bay Company roughly from 

1823 through 1831, serving at Flying Post. He met and married Josephte Kwekijikokwe, an 

Ojibwe woman from Flying Post or rather Matawagamingue on the Groundhog, and 

Matagami River. Upon Augustin’s completion of his contracts with HBC, Augustin and 

Kwekijikokwe moved back towards Montreal along the fur trade route of the Ottawa River 

or rather Kitchissippi (Kitchizibi). They eventually settled on Ile Aux Allumettes living with 

other French, Metis, Algonquin and Anishinaabe families until colonization continued 

disturbing their way of life. Some of their descendants spread out across the Kitchissippi 

Valley and back to Josephte Kwekijikokwe’s ancestral grounds along  the Groundhog River 

Watersheds outside Timmins, Ontario . Josephte passed away around the mid 1840’s 

(unconfirmed, no registry) as her last record was her baptismal across the river from 

Pembroke Ontario in 1840. Augustin Bachand Sr remarried a woman named Elizabeth 

Demers in 1846 which we can use to trace the family further as well as confirm Josephte 

had passed away.  

Augustin and Josephte’s descendants can be traced along the Kitchissippi River 

moving and settling with other verified Metis Root Ancestors, Algonquins and French 

Canadian families. They had three children which are traced in this report, Josette, 

Marianne,and Augustin Jr. There is a hearsay of seven which when we observe Augustin Jr’s 

baptismal, we can see that there is a note on the side mentioning several children. 

However none other than the three previously mentioned can be verified or have been 

traced in this report, and the children present could certainly have been Josette and 

Marianne.  
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Marianne Bechamp  can be traced through government records and church 

registries tying her to the same Augustin Bachand found on Iles Aux Allumettes settling 

along with the Pujos-Pigeau family. Her records appear as early as 1836 even though it 

appears Josette is older, with no registries found for Josette’s baptismal. Marianne Bachand 

dit Bechamp was baptized in 1836 on Calumet Island with her birthdate listed as January 

28th 1836. She is listed as a “son” most likely by mistake, of Augustin Bachand and 

Josephte. The godfather is Francois Leclerc and the godmother is Monique Neveu. 

On the 27th of August 1838,  on the baptismal certificate of Augustine Bechant Jr, his 

Mother is documented as coming from Flying Post which is from the North West and Father 

is from Ils aux Allumettes. The document states she is a savage and can be used to gather 

critical information therefore the document reads as follows; 

 

“Au poste des Allumettes, le 27 Aout 1838, Je pretre souligne a baptise Augustin age 

de neuf mois et vingt deux jour enfant de Augutin Bachand Cultivateur dans L’ile des 

Allumettes et de Josette Kwekkikijikokwe Sauvage infidele du Poste Volant au dela de 

MataweKamang dans le district du Nordwest. Parrain Ignace Kwetjinti et Marrain 

son epouse Suzanne Kijeyadjimanokwe qui ainsi que les Pere et Mere n’ont 

susignez”. 

Also written on the left of this registry; 

“Ils ont nombres des enfants, elle est libre de pouvr de mariée fidèle avec l'infidèle 

s'entend devoit (fil?) au cas present une partie n”etant point Sauvage”. 

 

On the 29th of August 1840  Josephthe Kwekijikokwe was baptized at the Mission of 

Fort Williams Quebec in the Ils aux Allumettes area across from Pembroke Ontario. Born of 

infidel parents meaning non believers at the time, her age is listed around 34. No godfather 

is listed but a godmother is listed as Catherine Talvabik.​  
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Josette Bachand married Francois Xavier Boucher on September 15th 1845 in 

Buckingham and is documented as residing in the Allumettes. She is the daughter of 

Augustine Bechamp and Kekijicokoe. On the 1861 census of the Pontiac region, found on 

the same census as the Pesho (Pujos-Pigeau) family, Josephte is marked as a “Sqaw” also 

indicating their Indigenous ancestry.  

In the past as well as at the time of this report there has never been a marriage 

certificate found for Pierre Pigeau and Marianne Bechamp. However when we cross 

reference church records with government census records, as well as tracing the 

Pujos-Pigeau ancestry, we can observe the recorded marriage year for them is 1853. The 

only known  marriage certificate is with Indigenous names, and in the year 1853, is found in 

Ottawa at “Le Basilique de Notre Dame”. The difference is they use their Indigenous names 

instead of their French names. The Indigenous names used line up with the  family’s “What 

we heard report” told by the elders. 

 The story is that Pierre Pigeau came across the Ottawa River under the 

Shawanapenesi name. It was also stated that the Pigeau’s  were the Pujos and the Pigeau 

name was stolen to go into hiding. Elders also confirmed we came from an Algonquin Chief, 

which after research was the historical Algonquin Chief Pierre Shawanapenesi alias 

(Stevens). On August 23rd 1853 a Pierre Shawanapenesi the son of Pierre Shawanapenesi 

(Stevens) and Martine Honisekanikok married Marianne Pinakisikokwe daughter of 

Francois Mokanape and Marie Josephte Wapasekanikoque. The document states they are 

from the Algonquin Tribe which lines up with the culture of following a patrilineal 

descendancy as Pierre was Algonquin.  22

Augustin Bechamp Jr married twice, first to Philomyne Raymond in 1862. His second 

marriage was  to Lucie Vaillancourt dated the 28th of September 1885 on Ile aux 

Allumettes. On the 1871 census of Pontiac, he is marked as an Indian but crossed out and 

marked as French; his wife is listed as Philomene.  

22 The person speaking on behalf of the Government of Canada in 2021 Joanne Holmes has stated 
that it is purely coincidence about this marriage certificate. However further research has been 
conducted to prove that the Pujos-Pigeau line is of Algonquin descent. Regardless, Marianne 
unquestionably comes from Josephte Kwekijikokwe, an Ojibwe woman.  
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The word Indian with French overtop would be another indication of Indigenous 

descent, more specifically a “French Breed” and confirms the “what we heard report” as 

they attempted to blend in as “French Canadians” to protect their children. 

Marianne Bechamps last settled with her husband Pierre Pujos-Pigeau in Mattawa, 

Ontario. Government census records in 1901 for Nipissing identify both Marianne and 

Pierre with the letter “R” indicating they were both red skin and of Indigenous descent.  23

They both remained in Mattawa until their death and are buried in Mattawa Ontario,  

They are both buried presumably where the old church was with unmarked graves. 

Some unmarked graves at that site, upon the construction of the school, are surrounded by 

a fence while others were moved to the Mattawa cemetery in a communal grave. Neither 

Mariannes or Pierre’s  graves have been located at the time of this report but church 

registries place them being buried in Mattawa, Ontario in 1903 and 1909 respectively. 

Church registries in Mattawa Ontario places a Marianne Bechamps, the dame of Pierre 

Pigeau being buried at the age of 68 on April 18th 1903. Present was George Morissette, 

Pierre Pigeau and others. Pierre Shawanapenesi dit Pujos dit Pigeau is registered and 

buried at the age of 75 on July 31st 1909.  

Documents attached can be referenced for some of Pierre and Marianne’s children 

who further settled in Bonfield, Ontario on Nosbonsing lake, another established Algonquin 

Metis Community. When settlement hit the Bonfield area, descendants of Pierre and 

Marianne , specifically Pierre Pigeau Dit Pujos and Felonise Levesque, pushed further north 

via the Kitchissippi and Montreal River along with some other family members, while others 

stayed behind. They continued pushing back north into the families ancestral lands in the 

Temiskaming district towards the Groundhog River as settlement continued pushing and 

encroaching on Anishinaabe land. Ultimately settling just north of the watershed, the 

beginning of Ojibwe &  Cree Territory, in Barber’s Bay, an established Indigenous 

Community adjacent to Frederick House. This is in modern day Timmins and Cochrane 

district both supported in this report and recognised as Indigenous Settlements.   24

24 
https://www.metisnation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/mno-defined-terms-for-harvester-cards-a
ugust-2017-final.pdf 

23 https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1901/Pages/about-census.aspx 
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​  

This is where the descendants of Pierre and Marrianne under the Pujos-Pigeau 

name like Pierre Pujos 3rd and  those who married into other family names that followed 

the migration eventually settled. The families started claiming and Identifying as Metis once 

it was safe to do so by law and upon the creation of the MNO in 1993, while others who 

Identified and were given full status as Algonquins through the Pujos-Pigeau bloodline. 

Descendants have been actively involved in the community, the council and continue to 

fight for our Metis, Algonquin or otherwise Anishinaabe culture and rights. 
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Church Records 

 

25

26

26 Marianne’s baptismal 1836 Calumet Island 
25 Augustin Bachand Sr Baptismal Registry 
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 27

27Marianne Bechant Mission Registry Calumet Island Quebec. 
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28

 

 29

 

29 1840 Pembroke Ont Josepthe Kwekijikokwe Baptismal (Mariannes mother) 
28 1838 Augustine Bachand Jr Baptismal Allumettes Island (Mariannes brother)  
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 30

30 Josette Bechamps marriage to François-Xavier Boucher 1840 Buckingham Quebec. 
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 31

 

 

 

31 Augustin Bachand Sr Marriage to Elizabeth Demers 1846 Ile Aux Allumettes 
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 32

32 Marriage certificate of Pierre & Marianne 1853 Ottawa Ontario 
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 33

 

 34

 

34 Augustin Bachand Jr marriage to Philomene Raymond 1862 Ile Aux Allumettes. 
33 Pierre Pujos-Pigeau 3rd baptismal 1859 Ile Aux Allumettes. 
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 35

 

 

 

 

 

35 Augustin Jr marriage to Lucie Vaillancourt 1885 Ile Aux Allumettes. 
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 36

36 Pierre Pujos-Pigeau 3rd Marriage to Felonise Levesques 1887 Bonfield Ontario. 
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 37

 38

38 Elphege Pigeau Baptismal 1903 Bonfield Ontario.  
37 Dora Pigeau Baptismal 1895 Bonfield Ontario. 
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 39

 40

40 Pierre Pigeau 2nd Death Registry 31 July 1909 
39 Marianne Bechamps dame de Pierre Pigeau burial 1903 Mattawa Ontario.  
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 41

 42

42 Elphege Marriage Certificate registry received 1921 Timmins Ontario. 
41 Theodore Pigeau Marriage Certificate 1911 place of residence Barbers Bay Ontario. 
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 43

43 Dora Pigeau’s Marriage 1911 Elk Lake Ontario 
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44 Pierre Pigeau Dit Pujos 3rd death registry 1924 Cochrane District.  
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45 Helene Pigeau Certificates beginning 1937 Timmins Ontario. (Further descendancy not show for 
privacy) 
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Census Records 

The census records can be used to place all the families living together in addition to 

church registries to observe the pattern of life as a result of settlement, and the inherent 

nomadic lifestyle of the Anishinaabe. Listed on the census are the following people 

together with critical information observed; 

 

Name Age Ethnicity Occupation Additional 
Info 

●​ Root descendants Identified for lineage  
*Beaudoin/Gervais Direct Descendant line 

1861 Census Pontiac Region Waltham Quebec 

Xavier Bushey 45 French Farmer Married 1845 

Josette Bushey 40 French “Sqaw” “ Root Sister 

Pierre Pesho 30 French Farmer Married 1853 

Mary Ann 
Pesho 

26 French “ *Root Sister 

Joseph Pesho 6 French child  

Adeline Pesho 4 French child  

Pierre Pesho 3 French child *Descendant 

Damos Pesho 1 French child  

1871 Census North Pontiac Lower Black River Quebec 

Xavier Boucher 54 French Farmer  

 Jozette “ 38 French “ Root Sister 

Serafan “ 18 French Farmer   

David “ 12 French “ Child  

Piere Pigeon 38 French Farmer  

Marain “ 36 French “ *Root Sister 
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Joseph “ 15 French Farmer  

Piere “ 12 French “ *Descendant 

1871 Census Lower Pontiac Allumettes Island 

Augustin 
Deshamp 

33 Indian French Laborer Root Brother 

Phelomyn 
Deshamp 

30    

Mary 5    

Olivine 3    

Bartholemew 8/12    

Augustin 
Beschamp 

72 French Farmer Root Father 
French 
Canadian 

Elizabeth 
Beschamp 

52 “   

Several other children from Augustin and Elizabeth however not the same Bloodline  

 

1881 Census Pontiac District “O” 

Augustin Bassin 43 French Hunter Root Brother 

Phelomyn 
Bassin 

42 “ -  

Marinaeu 15 “ -  

Oliviene 13 “ -  

Bartholemew 11 “ -  

Lenore 9 “ -  

Armedes 6 “ -  

Delore 4 “ -  

Marie 2 “ -  
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Augustin Bassin 90 French Hunter Root Father 

Elizabeth 
 

65 “ “  

1881 Census North Renfrew Pembroke Ont 

Peter Pesheau 49 French Laborer  

Mary “ 47 French “ *Root Sister 

Joseph “ 25 French “  

Peter “ 23 French “ *Descendant 

Dessiter “ 21 French “  

Alfred “ 18 French “  

Octave “ 15 French -  

Agley “ 14 French -  

Flozene “ 11 French -  

Enzel “ 8 French -  

Adeline 6 French -  

1891 Census Nipissing Bonfield Ont  

Pierre Pigeau 57  Farmer  

Mary ann 55  - *Root Sister 

Ohsene 22  -  

Erzel 15  -  

Adelaine 15  -  

Mary 12  -  

Pierre Pigeau 33  Laborer * 1886 

Felonise 19  -  

Mary 2  Child  

Aglica 1  Child  
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1901 Census Nipissing Papineau Ont 

Pierre Pigeau 68 French “R”  “R” = Rural 

Mariane “ 66 French “R”  *Root Sister 

 

1911 Census Nipissing 

Pierre Pigeau 52 French Blacksmith *Descendant 

Felonise Pigeau 39 French   

Dora 16 French   

Theodore 13 French   

Elphege 8 French   

& All other 
Children 

Not shown on this table only relevant persons with supporting 
documents, all information still noted on Census 

1921 Census Temiskaming 

Theodor Pigeau 23 French Lodger/Logger? *Descendant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
114 



 
 

 

 

 46

 

46 1861 Census placing all families together and Identifying Josette as s Sqaw. 
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47 1871 Census Identifying Augustine Bechamp 2nd as an Indian crossed to French. 
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 48

 49

 

 

 

 50

 

50 1901 Census Nipissing, Indicating Pierre and Marianne with an “R” 
49 1891 Census Bonfield, Pierre 3rd, Felonies & Children  
48 1881 Census Pembroke, Pierre 2nd , Mary Ann & Children  
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 52

 

 

52 1921 Census Temiskaming Theodor Pigeau 
51 1911 Census Bonfield Pierre 3rd, Felonies & Children 
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The Hudson Bay Company Historical Records 
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Timeline of Events 

 

Year Critical Events & Records 

1823 Augustin Bachand employed at HBC Flying Post 

N/A Augustin & Josephte Marry (place and time unknown) 

N/A Josette is born presumably first child 

1836 Marianne is born and Baptized on Calumet Island 

1838 Augustin Bachand Jr born and baptized on Ile Aux Allumettes 

1840 Josephte Kwekijikokwe Bachand is Baptized in Pembroke 

1840 Josette Bachand married Francois Xavier Boucher in Buckingham 

1846 Augustin Bachand Sr remarried as a widow of Josepthe Kwekijikokwe 

1853 Marianne Pinakisikokwe married Pierre Shawanapenesi in Ottawa 

1858 Pierre Pigeau dit Pujos is born on Ile Aux Allumettes 

1861 Pierre and Marianne appear on the Pontiac Region Census 

1861 Josette Bachand dit Boucher appears on the Pontiac Census as a 
“sqaw” 

1871 Augustin Bachand jr appears on the Pontiac Census as an “indian” 
crossed out to identify as French 

1871 Pierre and Marianne appear on the Pontiac Census 

1881 Pierre and Marianne appear on the Pembroke Census 

1881 Railroad reaches Mattawa 

1886 Pierre Pujos married Felonise Levesque in Bonfield  

1870- 
1890 

Effective Control date for Mattawa Region 5 area  

1891 Pierre and Marianne appear on the Nipissing Census 
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1891 Nipissing District reached over 12000 with the onset of settlement. 

1891 Pierre Pigeau and Felonise Levesque appear on the Nipissing Census 

1895 Dora Pigeau is born presumably Bonfield 

1897 Theodore Pigeau is presumably born location Bonfield 

1901 Pierre and Marianne are both marked with the letter “R” on the Census 
record indicating they lived in a Rural Community 

1903 Elphege Pigeau is born in Bonfield 

1903 Mariane Bechamp Pigeau died Mattawa Ont 

1905-06 Effective control date Abitibi Inland 

1911 Pierre Pigeau, Felonise & family  appear on the Nipissing Census  

1911 Dora Pigeau married in Elk Lake  

1911 Theodore Pigeau marries living in Barbers Bay 

1921 Elphege Pigeau marriage certificate reaches the Register General  

1921 Theodore appears on a Temiskaming District census  

1937 Helene Pigeau is born in Barbers Bay Ontario 
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Evidence of Previous Submissions, Identity and Acceptance as Anishinaabe
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Rationale for Inclusion as a Verified Anishinaabe Family  

 

❖​ Augustine Bachand is listed as a Servant  for the Hudson Bay Company in the 1820’s 

serving at Flying Post. 

❖​ Records found in the HBC archives indicate in writing that several Servants were 

marrying local Indian women. 

❖​ Records found in the HBC archives indicated that the “Half breeds” of these 

marriages would be the biggest threat towards the company.  

❖​ The Government of Canada acknowledges that Halfbreeds are defined as the 

children of French and Scottish Fur Traders who married Ojibwe and Algonquin 

Women. ie Half Breeds, (Indians, Squaw, Savages ect) as these were other terms 

used to identify Indigenous persons including First Nation & Metis. 

❖​ Josephte Kwekijikokwe is documented as coming from Flying Post, one of the Ojibwe 

or rather Indian women the records spoke about. 

❖​ Josette the daughter of Augustin and Josepthe is recorded as a “Squaw” on the 1861 

Census. 

❖​ Augustin Bachand Jr son of Augustin and Josepthe is recorded as an Indian crossed 

out to French on the 1871 Census. 

❖​ The family's “What we heard report” indicates the family went into hiding as “French 

Canadians” like other Anishinaabe families. The 1871 Census confirms this story. 

❖​ The 1901 Census records both Pierre and Marianne are marked with the letter “R” 

indicating them as living in their own community away from colonization which 

supports the “What We Heard Report”. 
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In conclusion 

Upon the research of the Kwekijikokwe Bachand line. It is unquestionable that the 

bloodline, specifically of the three children identified in this report coming from Augustin 

Bachand and  Josephte Kwekijikokwe are all Anishinaabe, particularly from the Martin Clan, 

or Warrior clan.  

When we trace all three descendants, at one point or another Government officials 

labeled each child as a Sqaw, Indian or identified them as Indigenous on official 

Government of Canada records as well as French. When we cross reference people who 

appear on documents of all three descendants we can see that they are all the same family 

members either identified as Indigenous either by a derogatory term and or living with 

other verified Metis Root Ancestors, Anishinaabe and French Canadian families.  

The family, living with other Metis, Ojibwe and Algonquin families, particularly those 

Algonquins of the Bonnechere Reserve on Ile Aux Allumettes, historically tried to hide as 

“French Canadian”. This was done along with other Anishinaabe families because of the 

threat the British and what Colonization brought. This includes the threat towards First 

Nations, and all Indigenous families faced, particularly from diseases, as well as the threat 

of the Residential School System. Although efforts were made by all Anishinaabe families to 

avoid the Indian Residential School System and or almost certain death from diseases like 

Tuberculosis. The family continued to identify as French Canadian because it was the only 

way that children would not be taken from our homes. The family was able to successfully 

do this, and maintain a hidden Indigenous influence from elders, because families lived 

with other French Canadian families learning French and English hiding in plain sight. On 

the marriage certificate for Pierre and Marianne they are documented as coming from the 

Algonquin tribe and this would be accurate to the Algonquin Clan system that follows the 

patrilineal name and Identity, even though there is clear mixed Ancestry in the family. Many 

Anishinaabe and Metis families, throughout history, became Christians and adopted their 

French Christian name ultimately losing their full Indigenous Identity and language, all in 

order to survive the genocide.  
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The Bachand family throughout history along with the Pujos-Pigeau Algonquin 

bloodline and many other Indigenous families along the Kitchizibi Rivershed. Observed, 

lived and learned the way of life of settlement and had to discontinue teaching our 

Indigenous language to the children all in order to protect descendants from the 

Residential School System, Racism and discrimination faced, and continue to face fighting 

for our inherent birth rights.  

 

 

 

“Although we continued observing and learning how to survive from the Threat of 

Colonization, we continued living, hunting, fishing, learning farming practices and surviving as 

we always have been in our traditional and Ancestral land. It is really unfortunate that we’ve lost 

our language and much of our culture, but we are still grateful that we have continued our way 

of life of surviving on the lands that Gitchie Manitou provided us with. Our families values and 

morals have always stayed true down to our core of who we are. We’ve continued our tight knit 

community through our values and teachings of the importance of family and unity, as well as 

respect for the land.”  

 

Meegwetch,  

Harvey Beaudoin  

Algonquin, Ojibwe, Anishinaabe 

Direct Descendant of Marianne Bechamps dit Pinakisikokwe (Ojibwe) Martin Clan 
Direct Descendant of Pierre Pujos-Pigeau dit Shawanapenesi (Algonquin/Nipissing) Bird Clan 
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